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Mission Statement 

United by our love of barbershop harmony, 

Northern Lights Region 6 is an international 

womenôs a cappella singing organization 

committed to musical excellence empowering 
members to grow through education, 

competition and performance. 

 

A Message from Region 6  

Team Coordinator 
 

Convention is just around 

the corner ï I hope you have 

all registered and look 

forward to a great contest 

here in Region 6. 

At this time I would like to 

thank our Faculty who have 

helped many choruses reach 

the goal of attending 

competition.  The Faculty members have spent 

many hours traveling to the north and south, east 

and west of our Region away from home and their 

families to give us their knowledge and positive 

feedback.  We really appreciate you all.  To the 

RMT who behind the scenes are dedicated to 

reaching our goals in the Region. Thank you.  The 

Convention Committee who have provided us with 

a facility, arranging hotel rooms, rehearsal  rooms, 

meals, and many other items so that we may feel 

comfortable when attending Convention,  we 

appreciate you, Thank you. 

There are many who dedicate themselves to our 

Region in so many ways, Directors, Assistants to 

Faculty & RMT, Presidents, Team/Board 

members, Quartetôs,  and you, the members of our 

very special Region.  Thank you. Have a great 

time on stage at Convention and enjoy. 

 

Smile, Perform, Laugh and Sing Harmony 

And be proud to say ñI AM SWEET 

ADELINESò 

 

Rosemary Komadowski, 

Team Coordinator, RMT 
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Mark your Calendar for these 

Regional Events 
 

 
Faculty Training & RMT Meeting  
March 3-4, 2017 
Hilton Garden Inn - Bloomington, MN 
 
Region 6 Convention 
April 27 - 30, 2017 
Minneapolis Convention Center  
and Hilton Hotel 
Minneapolis MN 
 
Region 6 RAVE Music School 
September 23, 2017 
Three Locations - Mankato, MN 
Grand Forks, ND, Chippewa Falls, WI 
 
Region 6 Convention 
April 19 - 22, 2018 
Minneapolis Convention Center  
and Hilton Hotel 
Minneapolis MN 
 

 
Check www.regionsix.org regional website 
calendar for additional future events and chorus 
shows. 

Heather Johnston 
Education Coordinator 
 
Linda Rubis 
Communications Coordinator 
 
Sheila Koplitz 
Director Coordinator 
 
Bettina Schramm 
Membership Coordinator 
 
Rosemary Komadowski 
Team Coordinator 
 
Joan Grootwassink 
Event Coordinator 
 
Ruby Ericson 
Marketing Coordinator 
 
Cindy McLane 
Finance Coordinator  

Regional Management Team International Calendar 
http://www.sweetadelineintl.org/ 

Don't miss these upcoming  

International Events: 

 

International Education Symposium  

August 2-6, 2017 -  

University of Maryland -  

College Park, MD 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Convention 

October 9-14, 2017 

Las Vegas, Nevada, U.S.A 

MGM Grand Arena 
 

 
 
 
 
 

International Convention 
October 15-20, 2018 

St. Louis, Missouri, U.S.A. 

The America's Center and Edward Jones 

Dome 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Convention 
September 16-21, 2019 

New Orleans, Louisiana, U.S.A. 

Smoothie King Center 

 

75th Diamond Anniversary Convention 

October 12-17, 2020 

Louisville, Kentucky, U.S.A. 

Kentucky International Convention Center 

 

International Convention 

October 11-16, 2021 

St. Louis, Missouri, U.S.A. 

The America's Center and Edward Jones 

Dome 

https://www.mgmgrand.com/en.html
http://explorestlouis.com/
http://www.neworleanscvb.com/
https://louisvilleky.gov/
http://explorestlouis.com/
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REGIONAL Competition  

April 27-30 - 2017 -   

Minneapolis, MN  

Hilton Hotel Info  
Does it seem possible that we are in the 

process of planning Regional Competition 

for 2017? For those of you who have not 

been to Minneapolis it is a great city and 

wonderful place to hold our contest. 

On a serious ñnoteò we try very hard to keep 

our costs as low as possible for all 

attendees.  In order to do this we work 

closely with convention centers and hotels. 

The bottom line is, each registrant needs to 

stay in the hotel that is chosen by the 

competition team a minimum of two (2) 

nights.  If this is not done the region will be 

forced to pay huge penalties. These 

penalties will range from a minimum of 

$7,500.00 and up.  These penalties would 

have to be passed on to the membership the 

following year.   We must sign contracts to 

guarantee space for our convention.  We 

have a great reputation now, and are trying 

to use this to our advantage.  

Please put this into your schedule to stay a 

minimum of  two (2)  nights at Regional 

Competition. More nights would be even 

better.  Thanks for your follow through on 

this important matter. 

Joan Grootwassink - Event Coordinator 

reg6jmg@gmail.com  

Region 6 Contest  

April 27 -30, 2017 

 
Letôs plan ahead - 
Regional is just around the corner.  This is the 
largest event we have in Region 6. 
¶ Regional is planned for April 27-30, 2017 
¶ We will be in Minneapolis at the Hilton 

Hotel, 1001 Marquette Ave. South (Same 
location as 2015) 

¶ Phone is 612-376-1000 
¶ Contest will be at the Convention Center 
¶ Everything is walkable 
¶ The hotel is establishing a web link for 

booking your rooms. 
¶ Cut-off date is March 31, 2017 
¶ More information available on 

Regionsix.org website 
 
Looking forward to a great Convention 
Joanie Grootwassink 
Event Coordinator 

Planning Ahead -- 
 

Now is the time to begin thinking about 
who in your chorus will be serving on 
your Board or Team.  Start determining 
who would be good members to serve in 
each  Board/Team position.  The Region 
and SAI Headquarters need to know who 
will be in your leadership positions.  This 
needs to be decided and in place no later 
than May 1, 2017; the beginning of the 
fiscal year.  The region produces a 
Regional Directory and one chorus can 
hold up the publishing and distribution of 
the information.  The Regional leaders 
use the information on a regular basis 
and it is important to have the most 
current information at the beginning of 
our year.  Start your process now so you 

can discuss at your March and April 
meetings and it is decided and in place 
by May 1, 2017. 
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Membership Matters 

Letôs start with the latest numbers. Currently we have a total of 

645 members in our region, 25 of which are Chapter-at-Large 

members. And while weôre talking numbers, in case you didnôt 

know ï we have 20 choruses in our region, twelve are Division A 

(15-30), seven are Division AA (31-60 members) plus one large 

chorus with 133 members. 

Member wise we are the smallest region of the entire 

organization, but letôs just think of our region as small but 

mighty. As Mark Twain said ñItôs not the size of the dog in the 

fight, but the size of the fight in the dog.ò 

The vast geography with less populated areas poses a special 

challenge for our Northern Lights region. So a special thank you 

to all our proud choruses, no matter the size, for your dedication 

and activities to make a difference in our region. Overall we 

garnered several new members in the last 6 months although our 

total number didnôt change much. Letôs just joyfully 

acknowledge that there are positive things happening and boost the fight for membership retention 

and recruitment. 

It is helpful to draw strength and knowledge from belonging to a larger organization. It was great to 

meet with regional chorus leaders in September at FAME to share experiences and strategies. 

Collaboration and learning from each other was also a big topic in October, 2016 in Las Vegas. 

RMT members from around the world were invited to a day long education and leadership exchange 

event during International Convention. Together with fellow Northern Lights Region 6 team 

members I had the opportunity to participate and learn. Be assured that we all left inspired to bring 

our experiences back to the region and to work even harder for you. 

With Regional Convention just around the corner, many of us are busy preparing to participate in 

this wonderful get together. The excitement of contest, the pleasure of hearing wonderful 

performances, and the delight of seeing old friends and meeting new ones is one of the annual 

highlights of being a Sweet Adeline.  I hope to see many of you at Convention in Minneapolis. Get 

ready to have fun and donôt forget to brush up on the regional songs. 

Part of convention is to recognize many dedicated and talented women from our region who are 

contributing greatly and have shown their special dedication to the organization. Expect to celebrate 

and cheer for our third Northern Lights Region 6 Shining Star, a óWoman of Noteô from each chorus 

in the region, and of course the longevity award recipients.  Canôt wait to see you there! 

As always, feel free to contact me (bschrammsai@yahoo.com) with suggestions, concerns, and 

comments. 

 

Yours with a happy song, 

Bettina Schramm 

NLR6 Membership Coordinator 

 

 

mailto:bschrammsai@yahoo.com
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Make Your New Year Sparkle! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2016 ends on a high noteé Sparkle! was delighted to celebrate the Christmas season with the Great Northern 

Union Chorus on their "Home for the Holidays" show!  What a fun opportunity to perform a joint song with 

their chorus and to sing a couple of our own seasonal tunes.  A true pleasure to collaborate with our 

barbershop brothers!  Thank you, GNU! 
 

2017: and weôre off... After a short break over the Christmas holiday, we hit the ground running in January 

when we served as guest clinicians at the 11th Annual Youth-in-Harmony Festival held in Amery, 
WI.  Attendance was at an all-time high!  Over 170 young men & women spent their Saturday learning about 

barbershop harmony!  Brandon Galbraith (Director of Vallee de Croix Chorus) led the chorus of 120+ girls.  

Sparkle!, along with Kordal Kombat (BHS guest clinicians), sang tags with the students and performed on a 
mini-show to conclude the festival. 

 

Have pitch pipe, will travelé Soon we pack our bags and travel to Millbank, SD.  We are excited to share 

the stage with The Underground BHS quartet on the Milltoneôs Barbershop Chorus show March 11th. On our 
return trip, weôll be performing in Montevideo, MN.  Itôs what we love to do ï perform for you!  If you are 

looking for entertainment for your chorus show or an upcoming event, contact us at sparkleqtet@gmail.com. 

 
Barbershop, the sporté As we all know, this hobby of ours takes time & effort. We thoroughly enjoyed our 

recent ñworkoutò with Jim Arns & Renee Porzel.  Special thanks to Judy Olson and the Twin Cities Show 

Chorus for sharing your coaches with us. 

 
Where does the time go?  Can you believe Regional contest is 

only 2 short months away?  Sparkle! will be there cheering on 

our Northern Lights Region 6 choruses and quartets.  We are 
honored to be your mic testers and to perform after the quartet 

contest, while the judges "tally the results". 

 
Trivia:   Did you know February 24th is National Sparkle Day? 

 
Follow our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/sparklequartet/) for Sparkle! news. 
 
Live Love Sparkle! 

Barb, Karen, Lisa & Marcia  
 

mailto:sparkleqtet@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/sparklequartet/
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Prairie Rose Chorus 

 
 Itôs been a tough winter of snow and wind in North Dakota which has caused many cancelled rehearsals.  

Hopefully we are on the upswing and that pattern will be a thing of the past. 

 The chorus was to share the stage with the Dickinson City Band and Strings for a Christmas Concert in 

November, but due to 18 inches of snow, extreme wind and freezing temperatures, the concert was rescheduled 

for the beginning of December.  The concert went on without us, as there came more snow, extreme wind and 

freezing  temperatures.  When a third of your chorus is from the rural country itôs impossible to get in to 

Dickinson.  We are looking forward to being a part of the concert in May. 

 January found us still struggling with weather issues, but it seems to have evened out and we are back at 

it trying to get things perfected before March when Anne comes to visit.  We love working with her and it is 

always a positive experience.  The chorus is hanging on tight as we have a lot to do before that visit. 

We have welcomed two new members to our fold, and we are extremely glad to have them.  Jen and Edvige 

have added a lot to our chorus and both have jumped in to help in a variety of ways.  They, as well as the entire 

chorus, are looking forward to taking the stage in April.  Basically Sound will be in the quartet competition and 

we are excited to see them perform for the third straight year.  They have been working hard to defend their 

ñmost improvedò honor from last year. 

 Prairie Rose Chorus is looking forward to hosting a send off event in April and inviting our supporters to 

join us for the performance and pie social after.  We also use this event to invite women to sing with us this 

spring.  There are a few that have shown interest and hopefully we can reel them in as well. 

 Wishing everyone the best in April!  Canôt wait to see you. 

 

Robyn Nadvornik, Director 

Minnesota Valley Chorus 

 
Minnesota Valley Chorus is starting out the New Year with a new 

director ï Patti Dykema!  So we would like to introduce her to you.   

Patti first joined the Minnesota Valley Chorus at the ripe old age of 

14!  Yes 14!  Her mother and charter member of the chorus, Clara 

Eggers, introduced Patti to the barbershop craft and she was sold!  

Of course being 14 she learned the music and choreography FAST.  

Carol Grimmer was a great mentor to Patti which helped her to 

decide to major in Music Education in college.  Her first job was in 

Beach, ND, then in Lyle, MN.  While working in Lyle she did some 

commuting so she could sing in the Minnesota Valley annual show 

as well as the joint show with the local menôs barbershop chorus, 

the Riverblenders.  After getting married Patti took a hiatus from 

chorus for seven years while having children.  Since rejoining the 

chorus she has been active on the music committee, choreography 

committee, management team, and was our assistant director.  She is currently working on her DCP 

and planning to complete that soon.   

Patti is very excited about being our new director.  We know that we have a year full of growth as a 

new chorus.   

Submitted by ñJeffò Nordquist 

PR Minnesota Valley 
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Sounds of Superior Chorus 
  
  

This is a very exciting time for our chorus!   It is awesome working with our new director as he 

grows into the barbershop style.  Our recruiting efforts have been very successful with the addition of 

new members and past members returning.  We are happy to have so many guests come out, with 

many of them returning each week.   

  

We have just enjoyed an awesome workshop with the amazing Scott Kvigne.  We worked on 

posture, many aspects of singing technique, and then of course, that all important breathing.   

  

Three members of our chorus attended the awesome FAME Music School with Dale 

Syverson.   Bev, Diane and Carol learned a great deal to bring back to us.  Thanks to the Region for 

providing these workshops with such great faculty.   

  

A small group of the chorus will be attending Competition this year with our new Director, 

Jason.  This will be an opportunity for him to get the feel of competition and see all the amazing 

choruses in our Region.   

  

Preparations are now underway for our spring show and we are looking forward to singing in some 

of our Senior Citizenôs homes this spring.   

  

We wish everyone good luck and have a great competition.   

  

Submitted by Sharron Kershaw 
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Super Sing 
Kathy Lucken, YWIH Coordinator 

Vallee de Croix Chorus ï Stillwater, MN Region 6 

 

OMG - The only way I could think of to start this 
story was to use a current expression of the younger 
generation.  After planning Festivals for the past 11 
yearséthis was our biggest one to date. 
 
This year our event ñYouth In Harmony Festivalò 
became a part of ñSuper Sing.ò  Iôm not sure that 
many remember ñThe Schmitt Brothersò but they 
were the BHS International Barbershop Champions 
in 1951.  The significance of this is that they are 
from Wisconsin.  The grandchildren of the Schmitt 
brothers are carrying on their legacy by holding an 
annual quartet contest and ñSuper Sing.ò  It is their 
hope that ALL festivals held in the state of 
Wisconsin be held on the same day, one week before 
the Super Bowl (thus the name Super Sing). 
This widened our area of invitation, and after hosting festivals of between 110-120 students; this year we had 
173 students on stage. 
 
The girlsô chorus, numbering 123, was directed by 
Brandon Galbraith, director of the Vallee de Croix 
Chorus in Stillwater, MN, and assisted by Sparkle! 
the 2016 Northern Lights Region 6 Quartet 
Champions.  One of the requirements of the ñSuper 
Singò is that the chorus be taught one song from 
the approved WI music list for their high school 
district contest (to encourage more quartets to enter 
the district contests singing barbershop). They 
were taught Mister SandmanéArranged by 
Bertha Bradley, Harmony CollageéArranged by 
Joe Liles and a tag, Cheer Up, Charlie.  
 
The boysô chorus, numbering 50 (doubled from last 
year), was directed by Kyle Hammers, music 
educator at Unity High Schools, assisted by Kordal 
Kombat, 2013 Land O' Lakes District Novice Quartet and Quartet Champions . They sang The Longest 
Time...Arranged by Tom Gentry, Under the Board Walké.Arranged by BHS, and Honey Little óLize 

Medleyé.Arranged by Floyd Connett. 

The Combined Chorus was directed by Kari Moscal, music educator at Amery Schools.  They sang Harmony 
arranged by Doug Miller. This has been our theme song for all of our festivals except two, and says perfectly 
what music is to all of us. 

A FREE concert at the end of the day is always well attended and gives the students an opportunity to 
showcase what they have learned that day. 

We have been able to fund our festivals by securing local funds, by chapter support and district and region 
support.  This year, however, we applied for, and received a grant from the Young Singers Foundation and we 
want to thank them for this support. 

To all members reading this story, if you havenôt been involved in planning a youth festival, I would 
encourage you to do so.  Not a lot of things will warm your heart like introducing 173 eager students to the 
music that you love so much. 

Nothing like a good selfie! 

Sparkle! Quartet 
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Senior citizens from Vallee de 

Croix, Indianhead and Croix 

Chordsmen Choruses teaching the 

next generation of barbershop 

singers 

We have to start the 

day with physical 

warm-ups 

Combined boys and girls singing Harmony 

Super Sing 
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Super Sing - Green Bay, WI 
 

Super Sing Barbershop Harmony Workshop was held on January 28, 2017 at East High School, 

Green Bay WI., and was free to all students in grades 9-12 from the surrounding area. 

 

The boys clinician was Duane Enders from the Barbershop Harmony Society. The girls clinician was 

Sheila Koplitz the assistant director of the Fox Valley Chorus  of Sweet Adeline's. This school was 

sponsored by Bay Landers men's chorus of Green Bay and the Appleton men's chorus.  

 

Sweet Addiction quartet, from the Fox Valley chorus, was the teaching quartet for the girls and 

performed at the show at the end of the day. 

 

 

 

 

Sweet Addiction Quartet, with Rita Tuell, and 

Sheila Koplitz. 

Sweet Addiction: Brenda Krueger (Bari), Carol 

Christiansen (lead) Mindy Hunt (bass)  

Darla  Hackel (tenor) 

Rita and Sweet Addiction were teachers for 

sectionals at Super Sing Barbershop school 

1/28/2017 

Sheila Koplitz was the director of the girl's 

chorus for Super Sing Barbershop school. 
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Fox Valley Chorus 
Submitted by Vicki Krause  

 

The Foxy Ladies are delighted to be back from a brief Holiday break ï which actually extended 

somewhat longer than planned due to having several Tuesday night rehearsals cancelled due to 

weather!  

 

The first event for us this year was a brand-new one ï the brain-child of our creative Events 

Coordinator, Brenda Krueger.  In February we held a Sweetie Pie Social in the PAC of our rehearsal 

hall, Grace Lutheran Church.  Each chorus member contributed a pie, and the price of admission 

included a slice of pie, beverage, and of course, entertainment provided by the chorus, Fox Valley, 

and three quartets ï Sweet Addiction, Itôs About Time, and the Bari-Tones!  The event was very 

successful, and weôre hoping to make this an annual event ï sweet!!  

 

Keeping up another fun, new tradition, 

chorus members were asked to bring some 

sort of Valentine, note or goodie on the 

Tuesday rehearsal on Valentineôs Day.  

Joanie Suszko made adorable ñValentine 

bagsò made for each and every member, 

and they are so cute, weôre planning to use 

them again next year!   There were lots of 

positive comments about how much fun it 

was that night to go home and look through 

their ñgoody bagsò.  Diane Kling, one of 

our newer members, had this to say:  ñIt 

was a wonderful treat to go through my bag 

when I got home last night.  Thank you all 

for being such a bright part of my life!ò     

 

On Saturday, February 18 we had a full-day coaching session planned with Pete Benson.   We are 

looking forward to digging in and really working on our new ballad, as well as fine-tuning our up-

tune.   

 

The chorus has also been busy raising funds ï selling super yummy VandeWalleôs candy bars, as 

well as our annual spring flower baskets and pouches.  In addition, the Boutique Committee is 

working hard on putting together an awesome boutique for us at contest this year. 

 

Another ñsave the dateò, is a Dinner Show at Waverly Beach in Menasha on May 21, that is ñin the 

worksò.  More details on this will be coming ï or keep watching our Facebook page for updates! 

 

The Fox Valley Chorus is looking forward to seeing all of you at Region 6 Convention in April!!  See 

you there! 
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Sound Cascade 
Submitted by Mary Remmark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sound Cascade enjoyed spreading holiday cheer by singing at a Christmas brunch and at various 

nursing homes and assisted living facilities.  Our ladies enjoyed the variety of Santa hats available 

for our holiday performances.  We continue to attempt to recruit new members by holding guest 

nights monthly.  Sound Cascade is looking forward to our coaching session, in March, with Judy 

Weipert.  We are delighted to announce that the Spirit of Harmony Chorus will be singing numbers 

on our show on May 6, 2017.  We also plan to sing a number of songs together.  We are also pleased 

that the quartet Affinity will also be singing on our show.  It is wonderful to work with the ladies of 

Spirit of Harmony to put on an exciting show in May. 
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Spice Quartet 
 

New kids on the blocké 
 

éwell, sort of. You may 

recognize our faces, but 

together as Spice, we are 

new to the Northern 

Lights Region 6 scene. 

In the short time weôve 

been singing together itôs 

quite possible that weôve 

laughed more than sung! 

We believe this to be the 

sign of a fabulous 

foursome. We are so 

looking forward to 

singing for you this 

spring in Minneapolis. 

Each of us enjoys these 

conventions for many 

reasons, not the least of 

which is having a whole weekend to connect with all our friends from across the region. Please come 

find us and say hello. Weôd love to chat and add a little *spice* to your weekend! 

¶ If you love tags, or even if youôre not sure and would just like to try one or two, youôll definitely 

want to find Liz. Youôll quickly discover why we call her the tag queen.  

¶ Do you like to hear entertaining or endearing anecdotes? Heidiôs got you covered with plenty of 

ñstories of the skyò. She has seen it all so you may leave with your heart warmed or with tears of 

laughter rolling down your cheeks. You just never know! 

¶ As our resident nurse, Jan keeps us all well-informed, and she effortlessly explains complex 

medical concepts in terms we can truly understand. 

¶ Are you a fan of yoga? So is Angela! She would love to talk about the awesome benefits of the 

practice and see your favorite pose. Or maybe youôd prefer to discuss breathing techniques to calm 

contest nerves. 

 

Live life with a little Spice!  
Angela, Heidi, Liz, Jan 

 

          LIZ                                HEIDI  JAN                         ANGELA 
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Judy Olson ï Master Director, Twin Cities Show Chorus 
 

Even before finding Sweet Adelines in 1965, Judy Olson was sharing her 
passion and her gift for music.  After graduating with a degree in Music 
Education from North Dakota State University in Fargo, Judy taught junior 
high vocal music education in both Osseo and Duluth, MN, where she 
organized and taught both a girlôs barbershop chorus and a boyôs barbershop 
quartet. 
 
While teaching in the Minneapolis area, Judy joined the City of Lakes 
chorus and sang with them until she moved north to Duluth, where she sang 
with the Duluth Harbor Chords Chorus.  When she returned to the Twin 
Cities area she rejoined City of Lakes and became their assistant director 
and choreographer.  
 
Judy sang Lead with the Sunshine Special quartet, who won an Amateur 
Talent Contest at the Minnesota State Fair in 1980, and in 1981 they 
performed three shows a day for six days at the fair. The quartet also did a 

two-week tour with the U.S.O., and became Region 6 Quartet Champions that same year. 
 
Also in 1981 - Judy accepted her current position as Director of 
the Twin Cities Show Chorus (TCSC), and earned her Master 
Director status at the Region 6 Convention in 1998.In her 36 years 
with TCSC Judy has worked tirelessly to support, encourage and 
teach the members of her chorus.  She advises the Choreography, 
Costume and Music Teams, and works with metro area quartets to 
improve their performance and vocal skills. 
 
One of Judyôs biggest passions is the continuation of music 
programs in public schools.  Under her leadership the chorus has 
sung at many junior and senior high schools, inspiring and 
encouraging the Sweet Adelines of tomorrow. 
 
Judy is a member of the Region 6 faculty and during her many 
years in that capacity she has served as the regional Director Coordinator, Director of Musical Activities, and 
is a strong supporter of the Young Women in Harmony program. She coaches regional choruses in 
performance techniques, expression, and show craft, as well as teaching The Director as Performer, and How 
to Sing Your Part Smart.  She also works with regional quartets on stagecraft. 
 
Judy has been a member of the Sweet Adelines International faculty, and attends all International 
conventions.  She also coaches choruses in other regions, expanding their knowledge of choreography, 
performance, and staging. 
******************  
The Twin Cities Show Chorus has been SO incredibly lucky to have this multi-talented lady as our director 
for so many years, but now Judy has new plans that we will let her tell you about: 
 
ñAfter 36 years, I have decided to ask the chorus to begin the process of finding a new Director. TC needs a 
Director who will take us to the next level and be with us for a lot of years and a lot of music!! I'll 
definitely be on stage as Director at Regional and then continue month to month until a new director is 
found. TC is, and will always be, my family!ò  
Judy Olson, February 2017. 
 
Thank you, Judy, from the bottom of our hearts! We will miss your enthusiasm, leadership and passion for 
directing us in so many musical venues when you are no longer our director, but know that you will always 
continue giving us your caring, compassion, friendship, support and love! We love you, too!! 
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Education Coordinator 

 
Welcome to 2017!  We have been hard at work planning some 

wonderful educational events for you so make sure you plan 

accordingly to be able to take advantage of them!   June 10th is our 

Director Journey Day for Front Line Directors with Kim 

Wonders.  September 23rd is the date for our Regional Area Vocal 

Education (R.A.V.E.), being held at 3 locations:    Grand Forks, ND; 

Mankato, MN and Chippewa Falls, WI.   At R.A.V.E. we will focus 

on singing together and improving our own personal performance as 

well as tips and techniques for improving our performance within  a 

chorus situation. Weôll be learning a new song and we will work 

together as a chorus to take it from paper to performance!  Watch for 

the flier with all the specific details for both events! 

  

Then you will want to make sure you mark your calendars for the 2018 event being held September 

21-22 where we will learn from our 2005 International Queens of Harmony, The BUZZ!  They have 

announced their retirement so this will be one of their final events.  They will share educational 

information for quartets, quartet wanna-beôs and anyone that wants to be a better singer, director or 

performer so there will be something for everyone!  The weekend will be capped off with an evening 

show featuring The BUZZ and all of the quartets participating in the weekend!  You wonôt want to 

miss this!     

  

I want to take this opportunity to thank all the choruses that have participated in our chapter visit 

program.  For more than 30 years, the Region 6 education faculty has been bringing education to our 

individual choruses.   Donôt miss out on this free coaching opportunity!  A special thank you to 

Bonnie Rust for the countless hours she spends coordinating all of the visits!  Directors, make sure 

you plan this opportunity into your chorus schedule!  The earlier you book your dates the better!    

  

Iôm looking forward to seeing all of you at the Spring Convention where we have the opportunity to 

share the joy of music!    

 

Until then, keep singing andé..I AM SWEET ADELINES! 

 

Heather Johnston 

Education Coordinator 
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Happenings from City of Lakes! 

Submitted by: Valerie Salley - President 

Hi Region 6!  Like all of you we are busy preparing for the contest in Minneapolis!  We canôt wait to 

reconnect with regional friends and celebrate everyoneôs accomplishments and hard work!  We wish 

everyone a fun and rewarding experience on stage!  As you prepare, here are some words of wisdom: 

 

 ñLove many things, for therein lies the true strength, and whosoever loves much performs much, and 

can accomplish much, and what is done in love is done well.ò 

ï Vincent Van Gogh 

 

On February 14 and days surrounding, we spread some love by delivering singing Valentines around 

the Twin Cities.  Cindy McLane (Reg. 6 Finance Coordinator) joined Ellen Puffe, Linda Wetterlin 

and Mary Johnson in one of our Valentine singing quartets as they brought many smiles to 

unsuspecting recipients with a few standards of the day like, ñCuddle up a Little Closerò and ñLet 

Me Call You Sweetheartò! 

 

We hope to see you at the City of Lakes 

Chorusô annual show ï Sunday, 4pm on 

May 21, 2017 at Concordia Universityôs 

Buetow Auditorium in St. Paul, MN.  

Our special guests will be the Prairie 

Fire Lady Choir , along with 

International 15th place quartet, Sparkle! 

and featuring a very special 20-year 

reunion performance celebrating 4-Star 

Collection being named International 

Queens of Harmony!!   

 

 

This will be a ñdonôt missò 

opportunity as, Connie, Pat, Denise 

and Marcia shine up their crowns 

and treat us to the much loved 4-

Star sound!  Is anybody feelinô hot, 

or is it just me? 
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