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Mission Statement 

United by our love of barbershop harmony, 
Northern Lights Region 6 is an international 
womenôs a cappella singing organization 
committed to musical excellence empowering 
members to grow through education, 
competition and performance. 

 

A Message from Region 6  
Team Coordinator 
 

We are entering a busy 

season, recruiting members 

by open houses, learning our 

competition songs, 

Christmas Shows, Fund 

Raisers seems to be mind 

boggling at times but a very 

rewarding experience.  Connect with other 

chapters close by, have an event together and 

enjoy your harmony with one another. 

As a region we would like to wish Fox Valley 

Chorus and two quartets representing our 

Region, SPICE and SPARKLE!   óThe best of 

luck in Las Vegasò.  We know you will do us 

proud.  Let each chapter show their support 

too, by sending expressions of love and good 

wishes to them.    If you cannot attend Las 

Vegas in 2017 ï    you are able to view 

International Competition through the 

International webcast.  Get a group of girls 

together and watch this awesome event. 

Thank you all for committing to make Region 

6 the best there is.  

 
ñI AM SWEET ADELINESò 

 

Sincerely 

Rosemary Komadowski 

Team Coordinator 
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Mark your Calendar for these 

Regional Events 
 

 
Faculty Training 
March 2-3, 2018 
Hilton Garden Inn 
Bloomington, MN 
 
Region 6 Convention 
April 19 - 22, 2018 
Minneapolis Convention Center  
and Hilton Hotel 
Minneapolis, MN 
  
FAME Music School 
September 21-22, 2018 
ñThe BUZZò - Guest Faculty 
Minneapolis ð TBD 
 

 
Check www.regionsix.org regional website 
calendar for additional future events and chorus 
shows. 

Heather Johnston 
Education Coordinator 
 
Linda Rubis 
Communications Coordinator 
 
Sheila Koplitz 
Director Coordinator 
 
Bettina Schramm 
Membership Coordinator 
 
Rosemary Komadowski 
Team Coordinator 
 
Joan Grootwassink 
Event Coordinator 
 
Ruby Ericson 
Marketing Coordinator 
 
Cindy McLane 
Finance Coordinator  
 

Regional Management Team International Calendar 
http://www.sweetadelineintl.org/ 
Don't miss these upcoming  
International Events: 

 

 

International Convention 

October 9-14, 2017 
Las Vegas, Nevada, U.S.A 
MGM Grand Arena 
 
 

International Convention 
October 15-20, 2018 
St. Louis, Missouri, U.S.A. 
The America's Center and 
Edward Jones Dome 
 
 

International Convention 
September 16-21, 2019 
New Orleans, Louisiana, 
U.S.A. 
Smoothie King Center 
 
75th Diamond Anniversary Convention 
October 12-17, 2020 
Louisville, Kentucky, U.S.A. 
Kentucky International Convention Center 
 
International Convention 
October 11-16, 2021 
St. Louis, Missouri, U.S.A. 
The America's Center and Edward Jones 
Dome 

Planning Ahead . . . .  

 

Northern Lights Region 6 

Convention and Contest 

April 19-22, 2018 

Minneapolis Convention Center 

Hilton Hotel 

Minneapolis, MN 

 

Registration Feeð $125.00 

https://www.mgmgrand.com/en.html
http://explorestlouis.com/
http://www.neworleanscvb.com/
http://www.neworleanscvb.com/
https://louisvilleky.gov/
http://explorestlouis.com/
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EDUCATION UPDATE 
 

 

òYouôll never be bored when you try something new, thereôs really no limit to what you can 

do!!!ò  (Dr. Seuss).    And there is no limit to what we can accomplish if we are open to the 

possibilities and believe in our potential!    

 

Our chapter visit program is up and running, and again each chorus is eligible to receive two chapter 

visits and 100% of the time spent during both visits will be coaching!   Donôt miss out on this great 

opportunity.  Bonnie Rust is again coordinating the visits so be sure to check out her article and 

contact her soon to set up your visits!  

 

FAME 2018 is September 21-23, 2018 at the Doubletree by Hilton in Bloomington.   Our guest 

faculty is the 2005 Sweet Adelines International Queens of Harmony The BUZZ!.    After 13 years of 

performing and sharing their craft, The BUZZ has announced their retirement and our FAME will be 

one of their last events.    Yes, The BUZZ is a quartet but this is an educational event for 

EVERYONE, it isnôt just for quartets.   There will be classes for directors, musical leaders, 

marketing, sing your part smart and much, much more!    

 

In addition, any quartets that register can sign-up for coaching with a member of The BUZZ.   

Classes will begin Friday night at 7 PM and will continue all day on Saturday. To wrap up the 

weekend, on Saturday night we will have a performance EXTRAVAGANZA.  The BUZZ will 

perform, any quartets in attendance will be invited to perform, any chorus can perform and weôll cap 

off the event with the send-off for our international bound competitors!  Save the date, do NOT miss 

this event!  More information will be out soon. 

 

I am working on putting together a mentor program for directors as well as presidents and team 

leaders.   The program will offer one-on-one support and while the mentor may not have all the 

answers they will help you find the resources you need to be successful.   Also in the works is a 

technology support group.   The use of technology and the various social media sites is integral in our 

growth as an organization and in finding the younger generation.   

 

I know many of you were disappointed with the cancellation of this yearôs RAVE and I absolutely 

understand.  Many factors weighed into my decision and I assure you, I did not come to that 

conclusion lightly and I have been working hard at making the opportunities ahead of us the best that 

they can be and I look forward to your support as we move forward together! 

 

The wheels are turning and the Education Faculty and Regional Management Team is hard at work to 

support you in your quest to be the best you can be!     

 

In Harmony and Song, 

Heather Johnston 

Education Coordinator 
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Itõs a Fundraiser ñ 
 

Simply Magic is hosting a Send Off/Fundraiser for Sparkle and Spice 
quartets.  This will be an opportunity to cheer on our two International 
competitors in a fun, non-competition setting.  We would like to invite you 
to attend. Also we would like to invite Region 6 quartets to come and 
perform. The event is Sunday, September 17, 2017, 1:00pm ð 4:00pm at 
the Medina Ballroom in Medina, Minnesota.  Tickets are  $10.00. If your 
quartet is able to perform, the ticket price will be $20.00 per quartet.  
The number of songs to sing will be determined by the number of quartets 
participating.  Please let us know by September 8th if you would like to 
attend. We look forward to hearing from you! 
  
Contact: Marla Crowley: 612-4189-6134  -  mutt57@juno.com 
    
In Harmony, 
Simply Magic Quartet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sparkle 

Barb, Karen, Lisa, Marcia 

Spice 

Liz, Heidi, Jan, Angela 

callto:+1612-4189
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Education Corner 
 
I NEED HELP RIGHT AWAY ï WHERE CAN I GO TO FIND 

IT? 

By Heather Johnston, Education Coordinator 

 

So you need some new ideas for vocal warm-ups, leading a sectional, 

marketing an event, etc?  Check out the Sweet Adeline Website!   

Youôll need to click on ñMember Loginò and once you are logged in 

as a member there is a wealth of resources at your fingertips.    

 

The Marketing Center will provide templates for building ads and 

posters.   Logos and graphics are available for download.    You have 

access to many different webinars on topics like Using Social Media, 

Fundraising, Open House Ideas, Attracting Younger Members, etc.   

 

Then there is the Education Center that has a plethora of information!  The main topics are:  Voice, 

Visual, Leadership, Directors/Quartets, Music, History, Youth, International Champion Videos and 

Seminar Handouts.  Within each group you can access articles, Vodcasts and handouts.   There is 

also a section called ñResources and Linksò that is really awesomeé.there are links to all different 

kinds of articles from doctors, vocal coaches, online singing lessons, Vocal Health advice, etc.   

 

And last, but not least, is probably my favorite section, Seminar Handouts.   This is a library of 

handouts from the SAI educational events going back to 2004.    I use this section a lot to get ideas 

for new warm-ups, rehearsal techniques, psychological preparation, doing PVIs, judging 

categoriesé.you name it, you can probably find it there!   Itôs an awesome resource to refill your 

ñbag of tricksò! 

 

I encourage you to check it out, you may find something you didnôt even know you were looking for! 
 

 Supporting our Region 6 International Competitors in Las Vegas. 

Be sure to show your support to our International Competitors in Las Vegas.   

Send your love gifts to: 

 

Sparkle Quartet   Spice Quartet    Fox Valley Chorus 

% Lisa Kvigne Case   % Liz Miller    % Pam Meulemans 

15608 Prospect Road   9100 Nantwick Ridge   1721 E. Midway Road #8 

Eden Prairie, MN  55347  Brooklyn Park, MN  55443  Appleton, WI  54915 

 

If you are heading to Las Vegas, be sure to show your support during the contest and 

immediately following. 
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Assiniboine Chorus 

Submitted by Rosemary Komadowski, PR. 
 

Last Fall Assiniboine chorus had a six week Learn to Sing Barbershop Program, ads went out all 

over for this event.  We have gained two potential members during that time who will become 

members this fall and have also accepted into our chapter two snowbirds who will leave us during 

the winter then return in the spring.  This fall again we are going to have this same program 

hopefully we will gain more members.  It is always exciting to have new members join as each 

member brings in their own personality and actually brings in new life. 

 

We have performed at several nursing homes this year.  It was an exciting event when 25 girls from 

our chapter were singing with over 700 men and women in the Canada Games Gold Choir.   It was a 

terribly hot day but as strong Sweet Adelines we made it through.   This is an event that none of us 

will ever forget.  It was a real honor to partake in the Canada Games, this was televised all across 

Canada. 

We are now looking forward to a busy fall with a Spaghetti and Pint Fundraiser, the Learn to Sing 

Barbershop Program and our yearly joint show with the Golden Chordsmen (Barbershoppers).   

 

 
                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

CANADA GAMES   2017 
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Membership Matters      

Greetings to the region! 

Hope you all had a great summer and are ready for a beautiful fall 

season. 

Today I like to share some thoughts about the theme ñemotionsò which 

emerged in recent weeks at my chorus, City of Lakes. I think you will be 

able to relate and apply some of it to your (chorus) life too.  

We are working for a while now on how to connect with the audience. 

As you all know, itôs not easy to deliver a song transcending technique. 

Itôs also not a secret that audiences respond best to genuine and involved 

performances, whether the songs are ballads or uptunes. The key to 

making the performance stand out and becoming memorable is to ñsing from the heartò. 

Our visual team member Becky Perkins (also Regional faculty), gave us a perfect example at 

rehearsal. She shared her emotional response to a performance while attending this yearôs BHS 

Barbershop Harmony Society Intl. Convention in Las Vegas. She encouraged us to google and watch 

the video of ñSignature Quartetò ñDance With My Fatherò on YouTube. I highly recommend you do 

the same.  

When our director Scott Kvigne returned from attending IES (International Education Symposium) 

in Baltimore this August he put all in perspective. He shared his experiences and many things he 

learned. The one thing he considered worth the admission price for the entire event was the quote 

presented by special guest speaker Deke Sharon, who is widely regarded as the ñfather of 

contemporary a cappellaò.  (Deke Sharonôs book ñThe Heart of Vocal Harmonyò is in the Regional 

library for you to check out). Here it goes: 

 ñMusic without emotion is meaningless.ò - Deke Sharon - 

Meaningless! As in forgettable, pointless, empty, inconsequential, trivial. Think about it. How 

profound this is.  It will change how we listen, how we look at, and hopefully how we deliver music. 

We need to add emotion to every song we sing by thinking more about the emotions expressed in the 

lyrics, by opening up, and by singing from the heart. 

Imagine the outcome if we can pay more attention and apply ourselves. If we become more 

conscious about the times we go to ñdefaultò and stop singing mindless and uninvolved. I started 

working on it. Hope you will too.  

Wishing you all a wonderful fall season. Remember to recognize and appreciate each other, share the 

love of harmony, and create lasting memories for yourself and our audiences. 

As always, feel free to contact me with suggestions, comments, and concerns.  

Yours, 

Bettina Schramm 

Membership Coordinator 

bschrammsai@yahoo.com 
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Sounds of Superior Chorus 
Submitted by Sharron Kershaw 

 
  

We ended our spring with a bang with our sell-out Abba 
show!  It was a huge success and exciting to see some 
ñnewbiesò performing in their first show.  In late June we 
had our ñwind downò party and planned our summer fun 
practices.  We enjoyed a pot luck dinner at a members 
camp on a beautiful lake in July.  The water was 
refreshing, the sauna was hot and the food and company 
were the best you could ask for.    We came together in 
August and enjoyed a relaxing afternoon pool party, 
again with great food in great company.  Four part 
harmony sounds so much better on the water for some 
reason.  Over the summer we have also held sectional 
practices so we should all be ready to  jump right back 
into action come September.   Preparations have also 
been going on during the summer for our Annual Fashion 
Show in November.  We are looking forward to an 
exciting fall season, polishing our repertoire, perfecting 
our competition pieces and it wonôt be long and we will 
be practicingé. dare I say ité. our Christmas 
selections.   
 
Hereôs hoping our long lazy days of summer extend well 
into ñIndian Summerò!  
  

Twin Forks Chorus 
Submitted by Kim Nelson 
 

On May 9th the Twin Forks Chapter of 
Sweet Adelines named our Sweet Adeline 
of the Year! It was Roni Riske! Roni is a 
valued member of our chorus and sings 
lead. She has been instrumental in helping 
our new leads learn their parts as well as 
being present and helping with all of our 
events throughout the year!  
 
Congratulations Roni! 
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Chapter Visit Program 

Submitted by Bonnie Rust 

 

Every chorus is eligible to receive two chapter visits this year, both 

of them involve coaching only.  Information and forms were sent to 

the chorus administrative and musical leaders the beginning of 

June.  It is to your advantage to schedule your first visit early so you 

will have adequate time to get the second visit completed as 

well. This can only happen if you start as soon as possible.  We have 

received a few requests already, so please donôt wait.  We only have 

so many faculty and they canôt be everywhere at the same time nor 

can they schedule any dates that involve their own chorus. Chorus 

leaders will receive periodic updates of coaching dates we are aware 

of and those dates we are notified about. We encourage all chorus 

members to visit other choruses on their rehearsal nights for an 

evening of fun, education and entertainment.   
 

 

 

 

 

NEW ITEMS 

  

 ñSo You Want to Sing Barbershopò by Diane M. Clark   

  

This book offers a close look at barbershop quartets and choruses 

and explores the techniques required to sing in the style. It also 

surveys the history and current popularity of barbershop societies. 

Guest authors offer chapters on vocal science and health and a 

supplemental website offers additional resources. 

 

 

ñStructures and Movement of Breathingò by Barbara Conable 
  

This handbook is designed to provide clear and concise 

information about breathing so you can sing with optimal 

enjoyment and beauty.  It features dozens of detailed illustrations 

and explanations.  Itôs also important to understand how our own 

bodies work to produce sound through a technique known as Body 

Mapping.  This book can also be used during warm-ups and 

rehearsals. 
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Spice Quartet 

 

The last time you heard from us, we were 
about to sequester ourselves in Heidiôs dungeon 
to learn new music. We are happy to report great 
success! We can confidently say that we have an 
actual repertoire now! Anybody whoôs sung in a 
quartet knows this is a milestone to be celebrated. 
Even with all this hard work, we were still able to 
pop out into the glorious Minnesota summer for 
some really great eventsé rehearsal on a boat, 
anyone?  

We joined Vocality on their Concert from 
the Porch helping to raise $1000 to support area 
Youth Harmony Festivals. The eight of us even 
performed a really cool, jazzy 8-part arrangement 
of Misty. We truly hope to join forces with these 
guys again in the future! 

Did any of you know there is an International Flying Farmers organization? We had no idea, but we are 
so incredibly happy to have met them and learned about their rich history. We were honored to be able to 
entertain these men and women one evening at their annual convention in Bloomington, MN. 

Youôve probably heard the phrase ñSing for your supperò, but have you actually done it? We have! We 
visited a nearby restaurant after singing for the Flying Farmers. When we told the manager that we are singers 
(after he inquired why we were dressed alike ï weôve all been there, right?) he insisted that we sing something 
for the whole restauranté Well, he didnôt really need to insist. We were happy to do it. If you saw the video 
on Facebook, you know that he really enjoyed it. Like, REALLY! So much that they treated us like queens 
while we dined and even covered our tab. Ryan from Cowboy Jackôs is a real class act! 

Speaking of Class Actsé Sparkle!!! We are thankful for a couple opportunities to spend quality time 
with these beautiful women. ñSparkle and Spice, and arenôt they niceò to treat us to a Sunday afternoon boat 
ride and grill-out. Do you think there was any singing?? These women are truly amazing! 

 

Weôd love to see you at one or more of our upcoming events (follow us on Facebook for more details)é 

September 17 ï Send Off Party and Fundraiser hosted by Simply Magic at the Medina Ballroom 

October 9-14 ï International Convention in Las Vegas!!! If you're not going to be in Vegas with us, make 
sure to catch the webcast. You may want to plan a nap at intermission so you will be wide awake for the very 
last contestant... #47... Spice! We think itôs a perfect reason for a spicy slumber partyé Girls Night!! 

October 28 ï The Music Men Annual Show in Dubuque, IA 

November 4 ï Minnesota Valley Annual Show in Mankato, MN 

December 2 ï City of Lakes Holiday Show in Bloomington, MN 

 

Before we bid you all adieu, weôd like to take a moment to wish Fox Valley Chorus and Sparkle! all 
kinds of luck! Break a leg! Knock óem dead! Blow them away! No matter the phrase, we know youôll be 
FABULOUS! And if you have half as much fun as we're planning to have, watch out Nevada!!! 

 

Live life with a little Spice!  

Angela, Heidi, Liz, Jan 

https://www.facebook.com/QuartetSpice 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/QuartetSpice
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My Experience at IES 

By Megan Argall, Director Acapella Xpress Chorus 

 

I am excited to tell you about my experiences at IES ï I am so glad that Sweet Adelines International decided 

to have this event again! Those of you who are reading this article, please, PLEASE take the opportunity to go 

next time and experience this wonderful educational opportunity! 

 Living where we do, it wouldnôt have been my first choice to go to the Washington D.C. area in 

Augustéand I am here to tell you the weather didnôt disappoint! It was very hot and humid, and those of you 

who are familiar with these kinds of events, know how much walking is involved! On the hottest day, the 

temperature was 94, but it felt like 102 degrees! Yowza! The University of Marylandôs campus was beautiful 

ï lovely brick buildings with white pillars which remind you of colonial America set on a hilly, tree filled 

campus.  

 The theme of this yearôs symposium was ñBack to the Futureò and was cleverly planned with a huge 

selection of classes and tracks for attendees to participate in. Region 6 was well represented with chapter 

leadership from several choruses. Every morning we gathered for ñMusic in the Morningò and got our 

DeLoreanôs revved up for a day of learning! I chose a lot of classes on the ódirector trackô but also took some 

vocal production and musical leadership classes. It was very beneficial to pick and choose your classes and 

not be stuck in one track, so if some of the classes didnôt necessarily pertain to your chorus, so you could 

substitute something else.  

 The classes were prepared and presented by a star-studded lineup of amazing Sweet Adelines which 

included: Peggy Gram, Kim Wonders, Judy Pozsgay, Paula Davis, Kim Vaughn, Dale Syverson, Cammi 

MacKinlay, Betty Clipman, Sharon Babb, Britt-Helene Bonnedahl, Joan Boutilier, Renee Porzel, Jim Arns, 

Lori Lyford, Darlene Rogers, Becki Hine, Marcia Pinvidic, Jen Cooke, Vickie Maybury, SAI Queens of 

Harmony Quartets Frenzy and the Buzz as well as many others!  

 We were honored to be a part of the first ever Mixed Harmony Quartet Contest, which was amazing in 

all regards. There were quartets there that were everything from a gospel quartet, to a mothers and sons (which 

were teenagers!) quartet to collegiate mixed groups! The next night was the Rising Star Quartet Contest and it 

was unbelievable! It is wonderful to see these young 

singers working at and singing our craft! That is the future 

of our organization and we need to give them all the love 

and support we have! Region 6ôs UnFOURgettable 

represented us well and we were proud to watch them 

perform on stage!  

 The most memorable thing about this whole event 

for me was getting to meet, listen to and collaborate along 

with Deke Sharon! Let me tell you ï this man is amazing! 

Deke is the mastermind behind the Pitch Perfect movies 

and the a cappella TV show ñThe Sing Off.ò He conducted 

breakout sessions, lead Music in the Morning and emceed 

both the Mixed Harmony and Rising Star Quartet contests. 

PEOPLE!!!! If you EVER have the opportunity to 

participate in, go hear him speak, read about anything this 

man has doneé.DO IT! He is the most knowledgeable, down to earth, funny guy you will ever meet! His 

breakout sessions are full of useful, pertinent information and he presents it in the most laid back but yet 

entertaining way!  

 To sum it all up, it was an amazing few days of learning and collaborating with regional friends! I 
would go again in a heartbeat!  
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ñDiscover City of Lakes!ò 
   Submitted by Ellen Puffe 
 
Happy Birthday, City of Lakes, as we celebrate 65 years of harmony! We threw ourselves a birthday party 
during a Monday rehearsal in late August where we enjoyed a spaghetti dinner, shared lots of memories with 
current and former members, celebrated our accomplishments through the years, laughed a bit (ok, a TON!), 
and followed it with an energized rehearsal. Scott said that dessert had to wait until after rehearsal! 
 
Weôve got lots more to celebrate too, including: 
A summer coaching retreat with Scottsdale Chorus director, Lori Lyford; 
A few outdoor park performances; 
A new chorus jingle (watch for its debut!); 
UPCOMING: Fundraiser for international-bound quartets Sparkle! and Spice 1-4 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 17, at 
the Medina Entertainment Center, 500 Highway 55, Medina, MN. The event is hosted by Simply Magic 
Quartet.  

Tickets are $10 and may be purchased from: 
Marla Crowley | 612.418.6134 | mutt57@juno.com 
Carol Sorenson | 507.273.5612 | carolfern4@aol.com 

UPCOMING: Coaching Saturday, Oct. 7, with Jan Alexandersson, choreographer for Ronninge Show Chorus 
(whoa!); 
UPCOMING: Coaching retreat with Peggy Gram Friday, Oct. 20-Saturday, Oct. 21; 
 
Itôs also time to kick off our annual ñcalendarò cash raffle, the chorusô biggest fundraiser. We call it a calendar 
raffle because for only $20/ticket, you have a chance to win $20 or more cash every, single day of the year! 
Holiday prizes are even biggerð$50, $100 or $200, and even if your name is drawn as a winner one day, 
your name goes back into the pot and could be drawn again and again. Raffle tickets are limited to 1,000, so 
your chances of winning at least your initial investment are pretty good! Tickets are available from any chorus 
member, through our website www.cityoflakes.org, and will be available at any of our appearances and our 
holiday shows. Tickets sales end Dec. 8. Thank 
you, in advance, for your generous support! 
 
Speaking of holiday shows, ñJOY! A Celebration 
of the Seasonò is scheduled for 2 and 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 2, at the Minnesota Masonic 
Heritage Center, Bloomington, MN. Joining the 
chorus will be quartets Sparkle, the current 15th 
place Sweet Adelines International finalists, 
current Northern Lights Region 6 champions, 
Spice and featured special guests, the Minnesota 
Boychoir. Tickets will be available soon; watch 
our Facebook page, website and the Heritage 
Centerôs website:  
http://www.masonicheritagecenter.org/  
for ticket information. 
 
We havenôt let down after our appearance at 
International Competition in Las Vegas last fall, and weôve been working hard on skill development and 
building, personal and chorus-wide emotional growth, new contest and show music, and bringing the joy each 
time we sing.  
 
Weôll miss seeing and singing with all of you at our usual fall educational weekend, and we invite you to 
come visit us any time! Whether it be a regular Monday rehearsal or one of our upcoming coaching sessions, 
youôre as welcome as the flowers in May.  
 
Itôs hard to believe that weôre close to wrapping up another year, and weôre so excited for a busy, 
hardworking fall capped off by our holiday shows and chorus holiday party in early December. Until we meet 
againðKeep a-singinô one song at a time!  

http://www.cityoflakes.org
http://boychoir.org/
http://boychoir.org/
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Sound Cascade 

Submitted by Mary Renmark 

 

Sound Cascade Chorus has been keeping busy performing at nursing homes, assisted living centers, 

and birthday parties. We had the honor of singing for Mary Ann Hoferôs significant birthday 

celebration on July 16th of 2017. Another recent highlight was our coaching session with Judy 

Weipert. Judy visited us on the evening of August 17th to work on choreography and visual 

presentation. She provided us with new moves to energize our singing. We so appreciate the times 

that she has visited our chorus. We also look forward to our continued partnership with the Spirit of 

Harmony as our sister chorus. Our chorus members are looking forward to our joint retreat, with the 

Spirit of Harmony Chorus, in November of 2017.  

Along with our performances and coaching we continue to focus on recruiting new members. We are 

extremely happy that Cindy and Megan will soon be joining us as members of Sound Cascade. We 

are also thrilled by repeated visits by LaRae who (hopefully) will join us soon. We miss having Susan 

sing with us, and we continue to pray for her speedy recovery. 
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Spirit of Harmony 
Submitted by Linda Rubis 

 
The Spirit of Harmony Chorus has had a fun 

summer performing at various events in the 

area.  The first was to sing at the Milford, IA 

125 Year Anniversary Opening Ceremony.  

Affinity Quartet sang the National Anthem 

at the raising of the U.S. Flag. 

 

In July we did our 

annual patio 

performance prior to 

the live stage show at 

the Okoboji Summer 

Theater.  

 

In August we 

performed for the 

Spirit Lake High 

School Alumni 

Association 

induction of the 50 

year class of 1967.  

Members of classes attend from 1938 thru 1967. 

 

And finally we performed  on the porch of 

Discovery House in Spirit Lake.  This was a 

fund raiser and we were pleased to provide 

entertainment. 

 

The summer also finds us working on new 

music for our annual show, ñColors of 

Harmonyò, October 29, 2017 at 3:00pm at the 

Sami Center for the Performing Arts in Spirit Lake.  

Our guest quartet will be Vocality out of White Bear 

Lake, MN. 
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News from the Twin Cities Show Chorus 

 
 

AN EXPLOSIVE SUMMER 

June, July and August are the hottest times of the year, and the Twin Cities Show Chorus (TCSC) has been 

turning the heat up even higher.  

 
It all started in June with an ñElvis Explosionò bus trip to Branson, Missouri with friends, family and some wonderful 

new friends from Wisconsin. In addition to the sightseeing and shopping, we took in seven stage shows and were the 

opening act for two of them. Because most of the theaters were filled by people on tour buses, we were able to share our 

music with people from all over the country.  

 

 
The highlight of the trip occurred when the youngest member of Voices of Glory, one of the amazing shows that we 

attended, mentioned to one of our chorus members that he had never heard Barbershop music. We stayed after their show 

and sang ñThank You Dear Lord For Musicò just for the family.  What a moving experience! The connection was 

instantaneous, and we were delighted to discover that they would be in Minnesota in the not too distant future. 

July found us on the road again, but this time closer to home - the Winona County Fair in St. Charles, Minnesota. 

Although it was a weeknight, several of us were able to get there a little early and see the lovely Victorian home of 

member Izzie Timm in Utica, Minnesota.  
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Two Sweet Adeline choruses were featured on the entertainment tent stage for a two-hour block of time on a 

cool summer evening. Zumbro Valley chorus performed their package.  TCSC joined them on stage to sing 

two songs together, and then TCSC completed the program with their package. 

August brought TCSCôs 2017 ñHarmony Explosionò to Como Park Pavilion in St. Paul, Minnesota. Despite 

the deluge of rain at 2 p.m. (when the heavens truly opened up), the skies cleared and by 3 p.m. a beautiful 

afternoon prevailed for the audience and performers.   

 
TCSC was joined by Lake Country Chorus, City of Lakes Chorus, Minnesota Valley Chorus, Joyful Noise 

Quartet, Sunday Punch Quartet, Sparkle Quartet, and TC Connection, a VLQ ï thatôs a VERY LARGE 

QUARTET - in this case 17 people!  

After all choruses and quartets had performed, we all came together onstage to sing four of our regional songs. 

WOW ï what a sound!  

 
And that was indeed a harmonious conclusion to TCSCôs  òExplosive Summerò!  


